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Examiner 



Applicant(s) " ~ 



Group Art Unit 



fnr Ronlu 



o 



MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO FYPIRP 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. ° EXPIRE 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 PFR 1 i«„ , 

from the mailing date of this communication. 1 136(3) 00 even '' however . ™V a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 

Status 

, Responsive to communication(s) filed on 
This action is FINAL. 
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Application Papers 

See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 
The proposed drawing correction, filed on 

Tho , v . ls a PProved disapproved 
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; eu on ls/are objecte(J , 0 by (hg Examjner 

The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-(d) 

Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 (a)-(d) 
V^Some. None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

teceived in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 

^ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
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Application/Control Number: 09/769,432 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1712 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year pnor to the date of application for patent in the 1 Jnited States 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the ditVerences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the tune the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Hasegawa. The reference teaches a 
thermoplastic elastomer composition comprising a thermoplastic polyester elastomer, a rubber 
and a compatibilizer to improve the dispersion of the rubber in the polyester elastomer The 
thermoplastic elastomer can be prepared from polytetramethylene terephthalate and 
polytetramethylene glycol, the rubber can be hydrogenated styrene/butadiene block copolymer or 
ethylene/propylene copolymer and the compatibilizer can be modified polyolefin having an epoxy 
group. See col, 2, lines 59-64, col. 3, lines 47-48, col. 5, lines 23-25, col. 7, line 37-52 and 
example 9.. The rubber is dispersed in the polyester elastomer in particles having a diameter as 
low as 0.01 jam. See col. 7, lines 22-29. Use of a modified olefin resin having an epoxy group in 
an amount of 3 parts of more to improve the dispersion of a olefin or styrene based elastomer in a 
polyester elastomer is anticipated by or would have been obvious over the teachings of the 
reference As a choice of components is required, this rejection is made under both of 35 U.S.C 
102 and 103. 



Application/Control Number 09/769,432 Page 3 

Art Unit: 1712 

Claim 7 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. 
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